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Our Story
By Stacey O’Brien

We came to 
Florida looking 

for a better life. We 
moved into our home 
in August with our 
two angels, Abby and 
Maggie. It was the day 
before Thanksgiving 
when our lives changed 
forever.

When I heard a splash 
in the pool, I ran 
out and found Abby 
in it; I immediately 
jumped in and took 
her out. Maggie ran 
into the house. Abby 
was having trouble 
breathing, so my partner 
gave her rescue breaths and we rushed her to the ER. Abby 
went into cardiac arrest in the ER. They revived her and 
explained our angel, Abby was brain dead. We painfully took 
her off life support. We wrapped our baby and held her for 40 
minutes telling her how much we loved her and how sorry we 
were. 

When we first arrived at the hospital, we had someone go 
to the house to be with Maggie as we knew she would be 
distraught that we ran out of the house leaving her behind. 
When our relative arrived, she saw Maggie on the floor 
panting. She thought that she was in distress due to the 
circumstances. She scooped her up, gave her water and just 
comforted her. 

When we arrived at the house we immediately realized 
Maggie was not well. We raced back to the ER. As we re-
entered the ER, the staff’s faces were in disbelief. They took 
one look at her and said “Bufo Toad!” Treatment began with 
IV fluids and anti-convulsion meds. They explained that they 
see this about 5-6 times a day, and that she would be ok. 
We saw Maggie before we left; our youngest angel was in a 

crate with IV’s in her, 
weak and listless. We 
hugged and kissed her. 

We met with the 
veterinarian and 
started putting the 
pieces together. 
Neither Abby nor 
Maggie had ever 
fallen in the pool. 
They raced around 
that pool every day, 
many times a day, 
never once falling 
in. It was then we 
realized that Abby had 
most likely had been 
affected by the Bufo 

Toad venom as well. 

Prior to going to bed we called the hospital to check on our 
Maggie. They informed us she was stable. We went to bed at 
approximately 2:30am expecting her to make a full recovery. 
The phone rang at 3:04 am. We were informed our youngest 
angel, Maggie was in cardiac arrest. We raced to the hospital 
again. When we arrived they were still implementing CPR. 
We saw that it was futile and asked them to stop. We wrapped 
our youngest baby, Maggie in a blanket and held her in our 
arms telling her how much we loved her and how sorry we 
were. We were devastated and broken. 

In Abby and Maggie’s memory, we have decided to use 
their story to let others know about the poisonous Bufo 
Toad Venom. IT IS REAL AND IT IS DEADLY!!! We 
developed a brochure and want people to know this is a 
reality living in southern Florida, and it can happen to your 
family.

Note: Florida is not the only habitat for Bufo Toads - they 
also thrive in Arizona and possibly other places. A Google 
search list poison toads in Northeast, Mountain Desert/
Southwest, etc, as well as Florida.
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