Transitional Cell Carcinoma

By Kay McGuire, DVM, MS
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diagnose patella luxation. “Radiographs will only find
patellas that are ‘out,” as in Grade 3 or 4,” Roush says. “They
will miss Grade 1 and 2 luxations because the patella may
not be displaced at the time of the X-ray. The only way a
radiograph can find Grade 1 or 2 luxation is if secondary
osteoarthritis is detected; however, osteoarthritis may not

be present or may be due to something other than patellar
luxation. A physical examination is the diagnostic method
of choice.” Not a condition that improves over time, patellar
luxation can lead to lameness and osteoarthritis. Medical
management includes restricted exercise and nonsteroidal,

anti-inflammatory medications for low-grade patella luxation.

Surgery, used for more severe, high-grade cases, consists

of returning the patella to its proper position to correct the
anatomical abnormality. “Dogs with Grades 1 to 3 luxating
patella generally have a good to excellent prognosis,” says
Roush, noting that even dogs with Grade 4 luxation can have

quality lives with careful monitoring. “The limiting factor is
the length of time the luxation has occurred and the degree
of secondary osteoarthritis present at the time of surgery,” he
says.

Genetically, patellar luxation is most likely a complex
genetic disease. Breeders may select against the disease by
not breeding dogs diagnosed with it, but this is not complete
assurance. This may bring in other unwanted traits so it is
important to not cull dogs with quality traits because this
could result in reducing genetic diversity. Dogs that carry this
mutation also carry other important good genes that breeders
may not want to lose from the breed.!
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