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sponsored health seminars. Thanks to our donors for their 
loyal support and WFA board of directors for its effective 
fiscal management. 
“Canine Influenza Virus Notice” by Dr. Jerry Klein, 
Chief Veterinary Officer of the American Kennel Club 
provides up-to-date information about the recent outbreak 
of Canine Influenza Virus. Please discuss your dog’s risk 
with your veterinarian to determine whether vaccination is 
recommended.
Research progress report summaries for three studies are 
included and will be posted to the WFA website. The studies 
include: (1) Intralymphatic Immunotherapy for the Treatment 
of Canine Atopic Dermatitis, (2) Defining the Genetic Basis 
of Inflammatory Bowel Disease, and (3) Use of Probiotic 
to Reduce the Symptoms of Inflammatory Bowel Disease. 
Please note highlighted information of interest in regard to 
Diabetes in the last portion of the report titled “Report to 
Grant Sponsor from Investigator:” Thank you donors for 
making these WFA grants possible! 
We need your help and encourage you to support our 
mission by becoming an annual WFA donor. We are an 
active board for a canine foundation that is making real 
progress to improve health in the Westie breed. You may 
contact Jim McCain, Donor Manager at donormanager@
westiefoundation.org or visit our website www.
westiefoundation.org for assistance. In addition, I would 
be delighted to visit with you about what the WFA has 
accomplished and major projects and research underway.
Don’t forget that if you wish to submit a Westie 
Remembrance or Tribute for that special Westie who has 
crossed to The Rainbow Bridge, please visit our website at 
http://www.westiefoundation.org/remembrances.html for the 
form. The form provides text and photo requirements as well 
as payment information. Allison Platt, WFA Webmaster, can 
assist you. Remembrances and Tributes remain on the WFA 
website indefinitely. 
Thank you for your continued involvement and support of the 
WFA but most of all, your love of Westies!

Bebe Pinter

(President’s Message continued from page 1)

The Westie Foundation of America, Inc is a nonprofit 
corporation, recognized by the IRS as a 501 (C) (3) 
organization. The mission of the Foundation is to advance 
and support medical research to benefit the health and 
quality of life of West Highland White Terriers: and to further 
develop and communicate information regarding the health, 
care, breeding and quality of life of Westies to Westie 
owners, Westie breeders and veterinarians.
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WESTIE FOUNDATION OF AMERICA, INC

Request for Samples
	 RESEARCH PROJECT	 SAMPLES NEEDED	 CONTACT INFORMATION

Genetic marker for
Atopic 

Dermatitis

Saliva swabs or blood 
samples from dogs with 

skin disease or from 
normal dogs 5 years of 

age or older from family 
lines free of allergies

Kim Williams
North Carolina State 

University
919-513-7235

kdwilli4@ncsu.edu

Genetic susceptibility of
Transitional Cell 

Carcinoma (TCC) 
(Bladder Cancer) 

Blood samples from 
dogs diagnosed with 

TCC and dogs over the 
age of nine who have no 

known cancers

Gretchen Carpintero
Ostrander Lab

National Human 
Genome 

Research Institute
301-451-9390

Dog_genome@mail.
nih.gov

Genetic marker for
Addison’s Disease

DNA from cheek cells 
and/or blood from 
affected dogs and 

unaffected dogs over the 
age of 7

Dr. A.M. Oberbauer
UC Veterinary School 

(Davis)
530-752-4997

http://cgap.ucdavis.edu/

Clinical Features and 
Genetic Basis of 

Idiopatic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis (IPF)

Blood samples from 
dogs diagnosed with 
PF and healthy dogs 

over age 8 without lung 
disease

Drs. Ned Patterson and 
Peter Bitterman

Katie Minor (contact)
University of Minnesota

612-624-5322
minork@umn.edu

Idiopatic Pulmonary 
Fibrosis (IPF)

Cheek and/or blood 
samples 

from dogs diagnosed 
with pulmonary fibrosis

Dr. Victor J. Thannickal 
 University of Alabama

Sample collection 
coordinated by 

Dr. Pamela Whiting, 
DVM

pgwhitingdvm@aol.com
707-529-9222 (cell/text)

707-837-8101 (clinic)

Dry Eye Syndrome
(keratoconjunctivitis 

sicca)

Dogs diagnosed with 
dry eye and dogs over 7 
years old with no ocular 

abnormalities
*participants must 

be available for 
appointments at UC 

Davis Veterinary Center 
(CA)

Dr. Sara Thomasy
UC Veterinary School 

(Davis)
530-752-1770

smthomasy@ucdavis.edu

For more information about any  
of the above projects visit  
www.westiefoundation.org
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